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Are hurricanes increasing in ferocity and frequency because of global warming? In the wake of

Katrina, leading science journalist Chris Mooney follows the careers of top meteorologists on either

side of this red-hot question through the 2006 hurricane season, tracing how the media, special

interests, politics, and the weather itself have skewed and amplified what was already an intense

scientific debate. In this fascinating and urgently important book, Mooneyâ€”a native of New

Orleansâ€”delves into a compelling consequence of the great inconvenient truth of our day: Are we

responsible for making hurricanes even bigger monsters than they already are?
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"Storm World: Hurricanes, Politics, and the Battle Over Global Warming" is the best science book of

2007 which I have read so far, and one which clearly deserves all the praise it has earned already. It

is an exceptional piece of science journalism which should earn awards for journalist Chris Mooney,

the science writer for the Washingtion, DC-based SEEDS magazine. It is even more impressive a

piece of brilliant scientific journalism when you realize that both the author and the magazine he

works for have a strong liberal bias - which admittedly was quite apparent in his previous book "The

Republican War On Science" - and yet, to his everlasting credit, Mooney has endeavored quite well

to ensure that his book remains as nonpartisan as possible, treating with ample respect, all of the

principal players depicted, from flamboyant Colorado State University meteorologist William Gray - a

staunch critic of global warming - to MIT theoretical meteorologist Kerry Emanuel - among those

who recognize a potential link between global warming and hurricane intensity and severity - to



Georgia Tech climatologist Judith Curry, a co-author of an important recent paper which may

support such a potential linkage. Without question, Mooney's book is a revealing, often insightful,

examination of Hurricane meteorological research from 2004 to 2006 and of the relevant political

and media issues which become associated with it, regrettably in the aftermath of the widespread

destruction caused by Hurricane Katrina.Mooney offers a vivid portrayal of the history of

meteorology, emphasizing research on hurricanes, from the early 19th Century to the present, in the

first third of his book.
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